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EDUCATION
• B.S. in Geology, Texas A&M University (2010)
• M.S. in Geological Sciences, University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill (2013)

PROFESIONAL EXPERIENCE
My first (and only!) professional role was with Halliburton, from 

2013 to 2020. I joined Halliburton in Houston as a Geologist/Earth 
Modeler for the Southeast Tech Team. In this role, I worked on explo-
ration and asset optimization projects with operators in the Eagle 
Ford and East Texas. For asset optimization projects, I built the earth 
models for reservoir history matching. The exploration projects were 
a lot of fun: I built earth models and used seismic and petrophysical 
properties to assess reservoir quality. I used these models to deter-
mine well landing zones and build drilling programs. 

After a few years, my role expanded to include all of North Amer-
ica. I worked on similar projects in the Woodford, Utica/Point Pleas-
ant, and Midland basin. 

In 2018, I was transferred to Denver and joined the North America 
Reservoir Solutions group. My team did similar work to my previous 
team and also evaluated investment opportunities. Working on these 
evaluations was a great learning experience because I got to see the 
entire process of developing an asset, from leasing land to actually 
selling oil. This role also took me to new plays, including the DJ basin, 
Montney, and Powder River basin. 

All good things eventually come to an end, and in April 2020, I 
joined the fellowship of unemployed geologists. After a lot of Netflix 
and soul searching, I’ve decided to pursue a career in science writing. 
In June, I started a freelance job as the technical editor of a mining 
geology website (Geology for Investors). This job lets me work with 
geologists from around the world (Canada, Brazil, South Africa, and 
Slovenia) and I get to write about my first love (hard rocks). I recent-
ly started another freelance job writing for the oil & gas startup firm 
Digital Wildcatters.

5 WORDS THAT 
DESCRIBE ME

Hard-working, creative, 
dependable, resourceful,  
(arts and) craftsy

FAVORITE OUTCROP/CORE: 
How can I pick just one outcrop? 
My favorite rocks are in Crested 
Butte, along the Slate River and 
the Oh Be Joyful trail. I’ll always 
have a soft spot for any outcrop 
of the Bass Lake Tonalite, the 
intrusive suite I studied for my 
master’s thesis. And my favorite 
mineral is beryl. 

FAVORITE FOOD
Chips and guac
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INVOLVEMENT WITHIN RMAG AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
• RMAG Publications Committee: Outcrop Lead Editor (2018-present) I really enjoy working with the 

other editors to put together the Outcrop every month. There’s a lot that goes into each issue: we work with 
the RMAG Board of Directors to publish their updates/monthly columns; we assemble a list of upcoming 
events around the Denver geoscience/petroleum community; we find authors to write lead articles; and we 
proofread everything. 

• RMS-SEPM Vice President (2020-present) I started as the Corporate Sponsorship chair last year and 
took on the Vice President role this spring. As Vice President, I manage the annual scholarships and 
core workshops. 

• Junior League of Denver (2018-present)  The Junior League is a women’s organization committed to 
voluntarism and community improvement. I enjoy volunteering with JLD at the Food Bank of the Rockies 
and at a monthly kids and family program in Park Hill. 

• Halliburton Women Sharing Excellence Leadership and Professional Development Chair (2016-
2017) I organized and facilitated monthly professional development events for employees at the 
Halliburton Houston office. 

MOST SIGNIFICANT PUBLICATIONS
• Beck, C.L., Pinkett, J.C., and Horbatko, M., 2020, The Powder River Basin: a persistent player in Wyoming’s 

energy landscape: RMAG Outcrop, v. 69, no.4, p. 16-26.
• Beck, C.L., Khadeeva, A., Sarmah, B. B., and Kimbell, T., 2019 Use of seismic attributes and open hole log 

data to characterize production variability in a fractured carbonate play: a case study from Madison County, 
Texas: Geophysical Society of Houston Technical Breakfast Meetings, October 1 and October 16, 2019. 

• Beck, C.L., Khadeeva, A., Sarmah, B. B., and Kimbell, T., 2019, Use of seismic attributes and open hole log 
data to characterize production variability in a fractured carbonate play: a case study from Madison County, 
Texas: SEG Interpretation journal.

• Beck, C.L., Khadeeva, A., Sarmah, B.B, Whitsett, A., and Kimbell, T., 2017, Fracture likelihood analysis using 
seismic and triple combo log data in the stacked carbonate play of Madison County: Unconventional 
Resources Technology Conference, 1232-1244. 

• Beck, C.L., Bartley, J.M., Frazer, R.E., Coleman, D.S., Glazner, A.F., 2012, New insights into migration of the 
Cretaceous Sierran arc using high-precision U/Pb zircon geochronology: Geological Society of America 
Abstracts with Programs, v. 44, no. 7, p. 490.

WHY DO YOU WANT TO BE PART OF THE RMAG BOARD?
Being a member of the RMAG publications committee has created so many opportunities for me. A few 
months after I moved to Denver, I attended the AAPG conference in Salt Lake City. I asked a woman I met 
there for advice on how to get involved in the Denver geo community and her advice was to join an RMAG 
committee. The first few months on the Outcrop team were a whirlwind, but I quickly got the lay of the 
land. I’m glad I took her advice: joining the publications committee gave me the chance to meet people 
throughout the Rockies and work on some unique projects. 

When I finally emerged from the post-layoff fog of “what the heck am I going to do next”, I realized that 
my RMAG experience gave me the most valuable thing of all: transferable skills. The work I’ve done with 
the Outcrop and Mountain Geologist gave me the tools I need to move my career forward. I’ve developed 
so many new skills and ideas in the few months I’ve been doing science writing and editing, and I want to 
pour all of that knowledge back into RMAG. The current First Vice President, Ben Burke, has tons of great 
ideas for RMAG publications and media, and I want to help turn those ideas into reality as a member of 
the RMAG board.
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